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but there is nothing in this grant to show that the lady held any
post of a Dandanaydka in this year or that she performed any duties
of this office. Such a usage can therefore only be interpreted to
mean the bestowal of an honorific on the wives of the holders of
such offices.

VI    Powers of Officials

1.   Types of Punishment

The officers of these departments were endowed with certain
powers of punishment. If the Kautiliyan code of punishment was so
severe, then. according to the pious-minded Fa Hien, in the reign
of Candra Gupta II, there must have been great leniency in punishing
culprits. "The king", he observes, ''governs without decapitation or
(other) corporal punishments. Criminals are simply fined lightly or
heavily, according to the circumstances (of each case). Even in cases
of repeated attempts at wicked rebellion, they only have their right
hand cut off".1 \The Chinese traveller does not seem to be correct
in making such assertions, although it is possible that lie might not
have personally seen the punishments inflicted or even heard about
them,' He admits that fines were levied and this tax was probably
the charge alluded to, for instance, in the Kh5h copper plate grant
of Maharaja Hastin, dated A., D. 475-76, as * comvarjjam Y2 which has
been interpreted to mean as " fines imposed on thieves "? The extant
epigraphs of Oandra Gupta II do not, however, mention this charge,
But, as it is referred to among the taxes specified by Kautalya,4 and
as it is mentioned as a current levy in the last quarter of the fifth
century, it is possible that it was recovered as a tax in the times of
Candra Gupta II as veil.

In the Junagadh rock inscription of Skanda Gupta, dated A. D.
455-56, there is a suggestion that another method of punishment in
Gupta times was torture. When this king was ruling, the records
states that any one worthy of punishment was not "over much put
to torture5',5 which reveals that during his reign torture as a means
of punishment certainly existed, but it was not obviously carried to
excess. This allusion to the infliction of torture probably implies
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